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(a)       Teaching & Learning

Congratulations to Dzul Afiq for successfully 
defending his PhD thesis titled ‘Estetika dan 
Falsafah Seni Islam Dalam Seni Lukis 
Melayu Malaysia’ at the recently concluded 
VIVA on 11 May 2023. 

Congratulations also to Dennis Ong for submitting 
his MA Dissertation titled ‘The Selangor Museum 

and Colonial Museum-Making from 1887 to 1945’ 
for examination on 12 May 2023

Congratulati
ons!

Congratulations to Mohammed Iqbal 
Badaruddin for successfully defending 
his PhD thesis titled ‘Nilai Kosmologi 
Terhadap Amalan Penghasilan Senjata 
Tradisional Bajau Sama Kota Belud, 
Sabah, Malaysia’ at the recently 
concluded VIVA on 26 May 2023. 



(a)       Teaching & Learning

15 May 2023
Morning Session
9AM - 10AM: Gracious Yoong (MA Mixed-mode, PD) Ain’t We Women: Intersectional Study of Hulu’s The Handmaid’s 
Tale Television Series
10AM - 11AM: Li Ruiqi (MA Mixed-mode, PD) A New Form of Patriarchy in Chinese Cinema: A Case Study of the 
Animated Film Nezha: Birth of the Demon Child (2019)
11AM - 12PM: Mia Liu MengYe (PhD, PD) Not Your Typical Girls! Exploring Self-Identified Female Muslim Punks in 
Malaysia: A Study of Identity Construction and Expression Through Dress
12PM - 1PM: Chew Win Chen (MA Mixed-mode, PD) Living Remotely, Eating Together: Exploring Commensality 
Through Online Eating Dates and Gathering of Migrant Domestic Workers

Examiners: Dr. Roslina Ismail, Dr. Simon Soon, Dr. Wang Jiabao, Dr Adil Johan and Mr. Khaled Ramadan

Afternoon Session
2PM - 3PM: Yu LuLu (PhD, PD) Chinese Contemporary Women’s Art Exhibitions: Gender as Identity, Experience and 
Strategy
3PM - 4PM: Yin Linna (PhD, 2nd CD) The Development and Transformation of Traditional Stoneware in Northern 
China
4PM - 5PM: Yang Yuxiang (PhD, CD) Revolution, Modernity and Historical Narrative: Pictorial stories in the People’s 
Republic of China
5PM - 6PM: Chen Yinshan (PhD, PD) Empowering Young Minds: A Study on the Creation and Impact of Sex 
Education Picture Books for Children in China

Examiners: Dr. Roslina Ismail, Dr. Simon Soon, Dr. Wang Jiabao, and Mr. Khaled Ramadan

MID SEMESTER Candidature Seminars COMPLETED!



(a)       Teaching & Learning

22 May 2023
Morning Session
9AM - 10AM: Wang Jingyun (MA Mixed-mode, PD) Becoming Idols Again: The Discursive Construction of 
Chinese Male and Female Celebrities in Sisters Who Make Wave and Call Me By Fire
10AM - 11AM: Ma Sai (MA Mixed-mode, PD) Animated Nationalism in China: A Study of Audiences’ 
Reception to The Outcast
11AM - 12PM: Jia Linyi (MA Mixed-mode, PD) The Construction of Grassroots Nationalism on the Internet 
Through the Comments on The Dior and Dolce & Gabbana’s Controversial Advertisements
12PM - 1PM: Rong Hua (MA Mixed-mode, PD) Look into my eyes: The Ideal Beauty for Chinese Young 
Women in Douyin Short Video

Examiners: Dr. Roslina Ismail, Dr. Simon Soon, Dr. Wang Jiabao, Dr Ong Siew Kian and Mr. Khaled 
Ramadan

Afternoon Session
2PM - 3PM: Wang Wei (PhD, PD) Gongbi Hua in Post-Mao China: Concepts, Urbanization, and Everyday 
Life
3PM - 4PM: Ouyang Huan (MA Mixed-mode, PD) Suffering and Healing of Jitong in Penang, Malaysia
4PM - 5PM: Jia Jing (PhD, CD) The Transmission of Contemporary Chinese Ceramic Art in Jingdezhen: A 
Case Study of Traditional Techniques and Modern Trends
5PM - 6PM: Guo Lijun (MA Mixed-mode, PD) Anthropomorphic Animals in Chinese Children’s Picture 
Books - A Case Study of Rabbit Visual Images

Examiners: Dr. Roslina Ismail, Dr. Simon Soon, Dr. Wang Jiabao, Dr Jalaini Abu Hassan and Mr. Khaled 
Ramadan

MID SEMESTER Candidature Seminars COMPLETED!



(a)       Teaching & Learning

Our Adjunct Professor 
Dr. Jalaini Abu 
Hassan has started 
Seminars in Practice 
Research series this 
semester on Thursday 
from 10AM - 12PM at 
the Piyadasa Gallery. 

All are welcome!

Dzul Afiq, our SLAB scholar, conducted a 
study trip to the Islamic Art Museum Malaysia, 
Kuala Lumpur, for our Master of Arts (Visual 
Arts) students registered in the ROD7004 
Malaysian Art module 



(b)       Internationalisation & Networking

Dr. Simon was invited as a 
panelist at the launch of 
Modern Art Reader at 
National Gallery of 
Singapore on 6 May 2023.. 

Dr Simon presented an talk 
to the Faculty members of 
the Collece of Design and 
Fine Arts, University of 
Sharjah UAE on 16 May 
2023.

Dr. Imran Tajudeen, Assistant 
Professor in Malay Studies and 
Architecture, delivered a lecture 
on ‘Connected Histories of 
Southeast Asian Islamic Art 
Through Nomenclature and 
Framing’ as part of our Engaging 
Arts and Humanities Series at 
Bilik Court on 30 May 2023 at 
Bilik Court 2PM-4PM.

Dr. Simon Soon gave a tour of 
Dewan Tunku Canselor to 
architecture students of Taylor’s 
University on 10 May 2023. 
Students came on a class  trip to 
Universiti Malaya to study our 
historic building.



(c)       Recognition & Professional Services

Dr. Simon Soon reviewed an article for the 
MANUSYA: Journal of Humanities and book 
manuscript for Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka. 

Dr. Roslina Ismail reviewed an article for Wacana 
Seni Journal of Arts Discourse.



(e)       Research & Publication

Dr. Simon Soon was a contributing editor of The 
Modern in Southeast Asian Art, a reader recently 
published by National Gallery Singapore featuring 
300 writings about art in different languages and 
123 newly translated. The Malaysian texts selected 
consist of 34 entries, many are newly transliterated 
Jawi articles and also translated Chinese articles. 

Dr. Wang Jiabao published an article titled ‘Folk Soft Power in 
nation-state building: the political use of folk culture in 
post-Mao China’ in the International Journal of Cultural Policy 
(WoS-indexed Q2, Scopus Q1) 



(f)        Others

We like to extend a very warm welcome 
to  Mr Khaled Ramadan to the Visual Art 
Studies Program and the Faculty of 
Creative Arts. Mr Khaled has received 
an appointment as a Visiting Research 
Fellow and will be helping us to develop 
our micro credentials courses and 
setting up a new media lab/centre at the 
Visual Art Studio.


